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developments in the education system, and show trends in major aspects of 
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estimates presented in this volume have been calculated and are also 
included. A total of 226 tables and 21 notes are included. (LMI) 
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Introduction 

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
gathers and publishes information on the status and 
progress of education in the United States. The 
Condition of Education is an annual, Congressionally 
mandated report produced by NCES. The Condition 
is an indicator report, presenting key data analyses 
that measure the health of education, monitor im- 
portant developments in the education system, and 
show trends in major aspects of education. Unlike 
most other statistics, the indicators presented in The 
Condition of Education are policy-relevant and prob- 
lem-oriented. They typically incorporate a standard 
against which to judge progress or regression. The 
Condition of Education 1997 Supplemental and Stan- 
dard Error Tables has been produced for those people 
who wish to examine issues presented in the The 
Condition of Education in greater depth and detail. 
The tables included in this volume provide addi- 
tional information to complement the data 
presented in The Condition. For example. Indicator 
2 in the main volume compares early signs of school 
problems across racial /ethnic groups and accord- 
ing to parents’ highest education level. Additional 
tables provided in this supplemental volume com- 
pare early signs of school problems by student’s age, 
urbanicity, and household income. Standard errors 







for all of the survey estimates presented in this vol- 
ume have been calculated and are also included. A 
discussion of standard errors and statistical signifi- 
cance testing is presented on page 296. 

NCES works to provide accurate and timely infor- 
mation that meet the data needs of federal, state, 
and other education policymakers, as well as prac- 
titioners, data users, and the general public. Most 
NCES publications and datasets are available on- 
line through the NCES Internet site at http: / / 
www.ed.gov/NCES/. If the information you re- 
quire cannot be found in this report, please check 
the NCES World Wide Web site to find out if it is 
currently available in another NCES product. The 
National Education Data Resource Center (NEDRC) 
also performs special statistical analyses and tabu- 
lations of NCES data sets. Services are free of charge 
for state education personnel, education research- 
ers and others needing special tabulations. NEDRC 
also distributes NCES publications and CD-ROMs 
containing NCES data (see the description of 
NEDRC at the back of this volume for more infor- 
mation). 
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The Condition of Education 1997 Supplemental and Standard Error Tables includes all 
of the supplemental tables, notes, and standard error tables prepared for The Condition of 
Education 1997. Tables listed in bold are included in both The Condition of Education 
1997 and this volume. Tables that are not shown in bold are included in this volume only. 
Section 1 of this volume contains all supplemental tables and notes and Section 2 contains all 
standard error tables. The electronic version of The Condition of Education 1997 can be 
viewed on the NCES Internet site at http://www.ed.gov/NCES/ce/. 
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